
 

Notice issued in accordance with the Michigan Open Meetings Act. 
NOTE:  Anyone planning to attend the meeting who has need of special assistance under the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (SDA) is asked to contact the City Clerk’s Office at 313-870-0342.  Staff will be happy to make the necessary 
arrangements. 

 

HAMTRAMCK CITY COUNCIL 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
3401 EVALINE STREET 

HAMTRAMCK, MICHIGAN 
 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
February 24, 2015 

7:00 P.M. 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 

4. COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

5. PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS  
 
A. Proclamation Mourning the Parker Family of Hamtramck 
B. Proclamation Honoring Former Councimember Abdul Algazali (Zwolak) 
C.  Recognition/Congratulations for Thomas Cervenak on Retirement from 
Peoples Community Services (Zwolak) 

 
6. PUBLIC INPUT AND PRESENTATIONS (FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA, THREE (3) 

MINUTES PER INDIVIDUAL; ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA TWO (2) MINUTES PER INDIVIDUAL). 
 

7. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS AGENDA APPROVAL   
 

8.  CONSENT AGENDA: The following items will be adopted on a single motion 
without discussion, unless a Member requests separate consideration.  
 

A. Approval of Minutes: February 10, 2015 Regular Meeting 
B. Approval of Invoice Register Report Date Ending February 24, 2015 
C. Approval of Pre-Approved Expenditures by the RTAB  
D. Approval of Resolution 2015-005 Acceptance of Grant from the State of 

Michigan’s Department of Treasury FY-2014 Competitive Grant 
Assistance Program (CGAP) 
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E. Appointment of Ms. Alissa Shelton to the DDA Board (Mayor Majewski) 
 

9.   PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

10.  NEW BUSINESS: 
 

A. Resolution 2015-06 Authorizing a Charter Amendment Study    
(Zwolak) 
 

 11.  REPORTS:  
   MAYOR  
   MAYOR PRO-TEM  
 12.  COMMENTS:  
   COUNCIL MEMBERS 
   CITY MANAGER 
 
 ADJOURNMENT 
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MINUTES 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

HAMTRAMCK, MICHIGAN 
February 10, 2015 

7:00 PM 

PRELIMINARY MATTERS  

The Regular Meeting was called to order at 7:02 in the 2nd floor council chamber of City Hall, 
3401 Evaline, and Hamtramck, Michigan by Mayor Karen Majewski. 

Roll call: Mayor Majewski, Council Members: Hassan, Zwolak, Karpinski, Walters, Musa  
ABSENT: Miah 

Staff present: City Manager Katrina Powell; City Attorney Travis Mihelick; CED Director Kathy 
Angerer; Fire Chief Paul Wilk; Police Chief Max Garbarino; Assessor J Singh; Asst City Manager 
Treasurer John Gabor. 

AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
Motion to Approve: Karpinski; Second; Walters 
Ayes: Karpinski, Zwolak, Walters, Hassan, Musa 
Absent: Miah 
Motion passes  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Approval of Minutes: January 13, 2014 Regular Meeting 
2. Approval of Invoice Register Report Date Ending January 22, 2015 
3. Approval of Michigan Humane Society Contract 2015-2016 

Motion: Walters; Second: Karpinski to approve “Consent Agenda” 
Ayes: Karpinski, Zwolak, Walters, Hassan, Musa 
Absent: Miah 
Motion passes  
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
Motion: Karpinski; Second: Hassan to open Public Hearing on CDBG Block Grant Application at 
Ayes: Karpinski, Zwolak, Walters, Hassan, Musa 
Absent: Miah 
Motion passes  
Hearing closed at 7:22 
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NEW BUSINESS:  

A.  RES 2015-004 – 2015 CDBG Allocation 
Ayes: Karpinski, Walters, Hassan, Musa 
Nays: Zwolak 
Absent: Miah 

           Motion passes  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Walters moves Karpinski seconds to adjourn 
Ayes: Karpinski, Zwolak, Walters, Hassan, Musa 
Absent: Miah 
Motion passes  
 
Meeting Adjourned: 7:51 
 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
August R. Gitschlag 
City Clerk 



RESOLUTION 2015-06 

 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CHARTER AMENDMENT STUDY 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Hamtramck has just reached its’ tenth anniversary of the current city charter on 

February 22, 2015 and 

 

WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of Michigan in his Directives of December 18, 2014 has imposed 

conditions that would allow for a timely release of the City of Hamtramck from receivership, one of those 

being a study of possible city charter amendments. 

 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hamtramck, Wayne County, 

Michigan that: 

 

 FIRST:  The Hamtramck City Council will proceed to establish a charter amendment 

study group. 

 

SECOND: The City Manager of the City of Hamtramck is hereby instructed and authorized 

to begin the review process and establish a schedule for this time sensitive 

process.  

 

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAMTRAMCK, WAYNE 

COUNTY, MICHIGAN THIS XX  DAY OF XXX 2015. 

 

 

AYES:  

NAYS:  

ABSTENTIONS:    

ABSENT:   

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_______________________ 

August Gitschlag, City Clerk  

 



City of Hamtramck 
 

Proclamation 
Mourning 

The Parker Family 
 

Whereas, The heartbreaking loss of the Parker Family is not only felt on 
Yemans St., but has also reverberated throughout the Hamtramck and 
neighboring Detroit communities. 
 

The Parkers were champions of the community, active in coaching, 
mentoring, and youth character building through the Detroit Police Athletic 
League. 
 

Our thanks go out to the dedicated Hamtramck and Detroit firefighters who 
fought diligently to suppress the deadly flames. 
 

Therefore be it Resolved that the City Council of Hamtramck and I express 
deep sorrow and regret upon the untimely loss of James and Freddye Parker 
and their young sons James and Jarrad, and extend to the rest of their family 
and friends the utmost sincere sympathy on our behalf, and on behalf of the 
residents of the City of Hamtramck. Our thoughts remain with you all. 

 
 
 
    ______________________ 

  Karen Majewski 
  Mayor of Hamtramck 
  February 2015 

 
 

Andrea Karpinski Mayor Pro-Tem 
Abu A. Musa * Mohammad Hassan * Titus Walters * Anam Miah * Robert Zwolak *  

COUNCIL 



City of Hamtramck 
 

Proclamation 
Honoring  

 

Dr. Abdul Algazali 
 

Whereas, Dr. Algazali was a longtime City Councilman and dedicated public 
servant in the City of Hamtramck. 
 
Whereas, Dr. Algazali represented all the people of Hamtramck, and was 
especially respected for his outreach and service to our residents who 
emigrated from Yemen.   
 
Now Be It Resolved, The City Council of Hamtramck and I express deep 
sorrow and regret upon the death of Dr. Algazali and extend to his extended 
family and friends the utmost sincere sympathy on our behalf, and on behalf 
of the residents of the City of Hamtramck. Our thoughts remain with you 
all. 

 
 
 
 
    ______________________ 

  Karen Majewski 
  Mayor of Hamtramck 
  February 2015 

 
 
 

Andrea Karpinski Mayor Pro-Tem 
Abu A. Musa * Mohammad Hassan * Titus Walters * Anam Miah * Robert Zwolak *  

COUNCIL 



City of Hamtramck 
Certificate of Recognition 

 

In Honor of 
 

Thomas Cervenak 
 

The entire City of Hamtramck joins us in honoring the 40 years of dedicated service Tom Cervanak has 
provided not only to Hamtramck, but to the entire social service community in Southeast Michigan.  
People’s Community Services has grown in Tom’s image, and will remain a beacon of hope touching 

the lives of those in need for years to come.  We join together in thanking you for your tireless service, 
and wishing you all the best in a well-deserved retirement!  

  
 
 
 

 
               _________________________________ 

                 Karen Majewski 
   Mayor of the City of Hamtramck 
  November 9th, 2014 
 
 

Andrea Karpinski Mayor Pro-Tem 
Abu A. Musa * Mohammad Hassan * Titus Walters * Anam Miah * Robert Zwolak *  

COUNCIL 



City Of Hamtramck   Item 8B   

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 

From:  Katrina Powell, City Manager  

 

Date:   February 24, 2015 

 

Subject:  Request Council Approval for Expenditures 
  

Introduction: 

This agenda item is for the City Council to approve payment of expenditures. 

 

Overview: 

 

These invoices cover the following expenditures: 

 

 IT Service/Software Maintenance 

 Return of Fire Escrow 

 Operating Supplies 

 Maintenance Supplies 

 Utility Billings 

 Repairs 

 Healthcare Reimbursements 

 Classes/Work Shop/Memberships 

 Legal Fees 

 Equipment Rentals 

 Court Expenditures 

 Library Expenditures 

 

 

Budget Impact: 

The specific costs of these invoices are $316,788.97 and will be run from the Fiduciary, General, 

and Water bank accounts. 

 

Recommendation: 

The City Manager and the Finance Director recommends the City Council approve the request to 

pay these expenditures in order to continue receiving services from the vendors. 

 

Prepared by: 

Jia Hang, Accounts Payable 

 

Reviewed by: 

Katrina Powell, City Manager 

Bhama Cairns, Finance Director 

 

Attachments: 

Invoice Register Report for City of Hamtramck 
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City Of Hamtramck   Item 8E   

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 

From:  Katrina Powell, City Manager  

 

Date:   February 24, 2015 

 

Subject:  Request Council Approval for Acceptance of CGAP Grant. 
  

Introduction: 

This agenda item is for the City Council to approve the acceptance of CGAP grant from State of 

Michigan along with the Cities of Highland Park and Detroit.  

 

Overview: 

 

 The Fire Chief of Highland Park prepared a grant application with the help of the Fire 

Chief from Hamtramck and Fire Commissioner from Detroit. 

 The grant application requested communication equipment for the inter-operability 

between the three cities. To enhance the services provided to the citizens of the three 

cities. 

 The State of Michigan has awarded $401,000 to Highland Park that will be used for this 

project.   

 There are no matching funds in the grant award. 

 

Budget Impact: 

The budget impact will be a positive effect, this grant will free up future 911 funds.   

 

Recommendation: 

The City Manager and the Fire Chief recommend the City Council approve the request to accept 

the CGAP grant, and allow the Fire Chief to move forward on this matter. 

 

Prepared by: 

Fire Chief Paul Wilk  

 

Reviewed by: 

Katrina Powell, City Manager 

 

Attachments:   

Resolution for CGAP Award  



RESOLUTION- 2015-005 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HAMTRAMCK, MICHIGAN, PERTAINING TO THE 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE GRANT FROM THE STATE OF MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY- FY 2014 

COMPETITIVE GRANT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (CGAP) 

WHEREAS: The Cities of Detroit, Hamtramck, and Highland Park have entered into a Memorandum of 

Understanding for providing Mutual Aide response; and 

WHEREAS:  The State of Michigan Department of Treasury- FY 2014 (Round 2) Competitive Grant 

Assistance Program (CGAP) provides financial assistance directly to municipalities to consolidate or 

combine government operations that will demonstrate taxpayer benefits of cost savings, efficiencies, 

and/or improved services. 

WHEREAS: The City of Highland Park Fire Department submitted a request for CGAP funding to The State 

of Michigan Department of Treasury to provide funding for the communications equipment and 

dispatching of resources  between the Cities of Detroit, Hamtramck and Highland Park.  

WHEREAS:  The State of Michigan Department of Treasury has informed the City of Highland Park Fire 

Department that it is eligible for $401,000 pursuant to its CGAP request. There is no matching 

contribution between the Cities of Highland Park, Hamtramck and Detroit and compliance with certain 

Grant Agreement Articles.  

WHEREAS:  The City of Hamtramck has determined that it can comply with the terms of the Grant 

Application Agreement. 

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hamtramck, Michigan follows: 

1. THAT the City shall support the acceptance of the CGAP funding from The State of Michigan 

Department of Treasury in the amount of $401,000 to the City of Highland Park and comply with the 

Grant Agreement Articles associated with such grant. 

2. THAT the City of Hamtramck Fire Chief takes such actions necessary to implement the provisions 

of the Resolution. 

YEAS_________________              NAYS________________ 

 

Vote Certified by the City Clerk 

_________________________ 

August Gitschlag 

Hamtramck City Clerk  
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