
 

Notice issued in accordance with the Michigan Open Meetings Act. 
NOTE:  Anyone planning to attend the meeting who has need of special assistance under the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (SDA) is asked to contact the City Clerk’s Office at 313-870-0342.  Staff will be happy to make the necessary 
arrangements. 

 

HAMTRAMCK CITY COUNCIL 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
3401 EVALINE STREET 

HAMTRAMCK, MICHIGAN 
 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
May 12, 2015 

7:00 P.M. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER (Please silence/turnoff all cellphones and/or electronic devices) 

2. ROLL CALL 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
4. COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
5. PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS  
6. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS AGENDA APPROVAL   
7. PUBLIC INPUT AND PRESENTATIONS (For Items on the agenda, three (3) 

minutes per individual; Items not on agenda two (2) minutes per individual). 
A. Presentation:  Community Graphics Project, Kathy Angerer, Community 

and Economic Development Director  
8.  CONSENT AGENDA: The following items will be adopted on a single motion without 
discussion, unless a Member requests separate consideration. 

A. Approval of Minutes: April 28, 2015 Regular Meeting and May 6, 2015 
Special Meeting 

B. Approval of Invoice Register Report Date Ended May 12, 2015 
C. Approval of Pre-Approved Expenditures Date Ended May 12, 2015 
D. Mayoral Appointment of Mr. Arthur Gdula to the Income Tax Review 

Board 
E. Resolution 2015-16 Awarding of Contract to Highway Maintenance & 

Construction for Spray Patching via City of Southfield’s bid process  
F. Resolution 2015-17 Approve an Application for Neighborhood Enterprise 

Zone Homestead Facility Certificate, PA 147 of 1992 
9. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
10.  NEW BUSINESS: 

 11.  REPORTS:  
   MAYOR  
   MAYOR PRO-TEM  
 12.  COMMENTS:  
   COUNCIL MEMBERS 
   CITY MANAGER 
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MINUTES 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

HAMTRAMCK, MICHIGAN 
April 28, 2015 

7:00 PM 

PRELIMINARY MATTERS  

The Regular Meeting was called to order at 7:01 in the 2nd floor Council Chambers of City Hall, 3401 Evaline, 
and Hamtramck, Michigan by Mayor Karen Majewski. 

Roll call: Mayor Majewski, Council Members: Miah, Hassan, Zwolak, Karpinski, Walters, Musa 

Staff present: City Manager Katrina Powell; City Attorney Travis Mihelick; CED Director Kathy Angerer; Fire 
Chief Paul Wilk; Acting Police Chief Ann Moise, Deputy City Manager/Treasurer John Gabor, Controller Bhama 
Cairns 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Zwolak, Walters seconds  
Ayes: Karpinski, Walters, Miah, Hassan, Zwolak, Musa 
Nays:  
Motion Passes 
Approval of Minutes: April 14, 2015 Regular Meeting 
Approval of Invoice Register Report Date Ended April 28, 2015 
Approval of Pre-Approved Expenditures Date Ended April 28, 2015 
Mayoral Appointment of Ms. Angela Gougherty and Mr. David Mischiu to the Hamtramck Planning 
Commission 
Mayoral Re-Appointment of Mr. Shannon Lowell to the Hamtramck Planning Commission 
Mayoral Re-Appointment of Ms. Joan Barrios to the Hamtramck Recycling Commission 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
None 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Karpinski moves Miah seconds to adjourn 
Ayes: Karpinski, Hassan, Miah, Zwolak, Musa, Walters 
Absent: 
Nays:  
Motion Passes 

Meeting Adjourned: 9:15 
Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
August R. Gitschlag 
City Clerk 
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MINUTES 
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

HAMTRAMCK, MICHIGAN 
May 6, 2015 

6:30 PM 

PRELIMINARY MATTERS  

The Special Meeting was called to order at 6:30 in the 2nd floor Council Chambers of City Hall, 3401 Evaline, 
and Hamtramck, Michigan by Mayor Karen Majewski. 

Roll call: Mayor Majewski, Council Members: Hassan, Zwolak, Walters, Musa 

Staff present: City Manager Katrina Powell 

6:31pm Karpinski arrives 
6:33pm Miah arrives 

NEW BUSINESS:  
Approval of Dickenson Wright PLLC as Bond Counsel for the City of Hamtramck’s Water Supply and Sewage 
Disposal System Revenue Bonds 
Motion by Hassan, Walters Second 
Motion passes on unanimous voice vote 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Walters moves Karpinski seconds to adjourn 
Ayes: Karpinski, Hassan, Miah, Zwolak, Musa, Walters 
Absent: 
Nays:  
Motion Passes 

Meeting Adjourned: 6:35pm 
Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
August R. Gitschlag 
City Clerk 



City Of Hamtramck  Item 8B   

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 

From:  Katrina Powell, City Manager  

 

Date:   May 12, 2015 

 

Subject:  Request Council Approval for Expenditures 
  

Introduction: 

This agenda item is for the City Council to approve payment of expenditures. 

 

Overview: 

These invoices cover the following expenditures: 

 

 Utility Billing Expense 

 Employee Training Expense 

 Software Service & Support Expense 

 Water Line Maintenance 

 Building Maintenance 

 Office/Maintenance Supplies 

 Employee Reimbursements 

 Auto/Fuel Expenses 

 Water Supplies 

 

Budget Impact: 

The specific costs of these invoices are $138,681.02 and will be run from the Fiduciary, General, 

and Water bank accounts. 

 

Recommendation: 

The City Manager and the Controller recommends the City Council approve the request to pay 

these expenditures in order to continue receiving services from the vendors. 

 

Prepared by: 

Jia Hang, Accounts Payable 

 

Reviewed by: 

Katrina Powell, City Manager 

Bhama Cairns, Controller 

 

Attachments: 

Invoice Register Report for City of Hamtramck 
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City Of Hamtramck  Item 8C    

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 

From:  Katrina Powell, City Manager  

 

Date:   May 12, 2015 

 

Subject:  Preapproved Expenditures 
  

Introduction: 

This agenda item is for the City Council to review check disbursements for preapproved 

expenditures and payroll deductions. 

 

Overview: 

 

These disbursements cover the following expenditures: 

 

 Utilities 

 Temporary Workers 

 Contractors 

 Payroll Deductions 

 Healthcare/Dental Insurance 

 Workers’ Comp 

 Equipment Rental 

 Court Ordered 

 

Budget Impact: 

The specific costs of these disbursements were $615,544.42 and was run from the Fiduciary, 

General, Property Taxes, UR31 and Water bank accounts. 

 

Recommendation: 

The City Manager and the Controller approved the payments of these expenditures. 

 

Prepared by: 

Jia Hang, Accounts Payable 

 

Reviewed by: 

Katrina Powell, City Manager 

Bhama Cairns, Controller 

 

Attachments: 

Check Disbursement Report for City of Hamtramck 



City Of Hamtramck  8F     

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 

From:  Katrina Powell, City Manager  

 

Date:   May 12, 2015 

 

Subject:  Resolution 2015-16 Authorizing the Extension of a Contract with 

Highway Maintenance and Construction Company for FY 2014/15 

Pavement Maintenance of Streets  
  

 

Introduction: 

The City, has determined that the rehabilitation and repair of various streets is advisable, 

necessary and in the best public interest of the residents and people who visit or do business in 

our City. 

Overview: 

After receiving bids in for Spray Patching, the City awarded a contract to Highway Maintenance 

and Construction Company. In 2008, the City ceased spray patching streets due to the City’s 

financial situation and lack of funding.   

 

In 2014, the City of Southgate bid Spray Patching and awarded a contract to Highway 

Maintenance and Construction Company as the lowest qualified bidder.  The City will bid share 

that contract with Southgate, with unit costs of $365.00 per ton, which was the lowest qualified 

bid submitted. 

Budget Impact: 

All repairs will be paid from Act 51 Major and Local Road funds 

Recommendation: 

The City Manager recommends this Resolution for City Council’s approval.  

 

Prepared by: 

Mark Ragsdale, DPS Director 

 

Reviewed by: 

Katrina Powell, City Manager 

 

Attachments: 
Resolution 2015-16 

 



      Resolution 2015-16 

Authorizing the extension of the 2008 contract with Highway 

Maintenance and Construction Company for 2015 pavement 

maintenance of streets throughout the city as directed by the DPS 

Director and City Engineer. 

WHEREAS, the City of Hamtramck, Wayne County Michigan, has determined that the rehabilitation and 

repair of various streets is advisable, necessary and in the public interest; 

WHEREAS, the City of Hamtramck after receiving bids in 2008 contracted the Spray Patching services 

of Highway Maintenance and Construction Company which submitted the lowest and best bid; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Hamtramck will bid share the City of Southgate’s extension of a 2014 contract 

with Highway Maintenance and Construction Company which was the lowest and best bid for 2015 Spray 

Patching Services (supporting documentation attached); 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hamtramck, Wayne County, 

Michigan that: 

FIRST:  The City of Hamtramck has heretofore determined that it is advisable, necessary 

and in the public interest to employ Highway Maintenance and Construction 

Company for the rehabilitation and repair of various streets. 

SECOND: The City Manager and City Clerk are instructed and authorized to sign a contract 

extension with Highway Maintenance and Construction Services for Spray 

Patching Services, with a unit costs of $365.00 per ton, which was the lowest 

qualified bid in 2014, as recommended by Hennessey Engineers Inc.  

Third:  The above expenses shall be paid from ACT 51 Major and Local Road funds as 

appropriate.   

 

AYES: 

 

NAYS: 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

 _______________________________ 

 August Gitschlag, City Clerk 

 

 











City Of Hamtramck   Item 8F    

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 

From:  Katrina Powell, City Manager  

 

Date:   May 12, 2015 

 

Subject:  Request Council Approval of NEZ Certificate Application 
  

Introduction: 

A Court Order Garrett vs Hamtramck requires the City to build homes for R-31 Plaintiffs.   

The City Council established a Neighborhood Enterprise Zone – Scatter Site for providing 

housing low cost housing to the Plaintiffs.  It is under this program that the present applicant 

Neighborhood Housing Solutions Hamtramck, submitted their application on 6/26/2013 prior to 

building home on the property and Mary F. Miner submitted her application for NEZ certificate 

on 4/07/2014.  Due to the transition the paper work did not get processed.  Now there is a house 

on the property that has to be assessed.  To be assessed under the NEZ program we have to have 

a NEZ Certificate from the State Tax Commission.  The State Tax Commission requires the form 

to be completed along with a resolution of approval from the City Council.  

 

Background: 
The Council is aware of the background of the long standing litigation in this regard.  In order to provide 

the plaintiffs low cost housing NEZ is being utilized for minimal financial impact to the City. 

The Neighborhood Enterprise Zone Homestead Facility Certificate was created by Public Act 147 of 

1992, as amended.  To qualify for this certificate, the subject property must be located within an 

established Neighborhood Enterprise Homestead Zone and have been purchased by or transferred to an 

owner as their principal residence after December 31, 1996. If approved by the Local Governmental Unit 

(LGU), the certificate provides for a tax exemption, as outlined in Tax Advantage for a NEZ Homestead 

Facility Exemption (see below), for a period of six (6) to fifteen (15) years. 

 

Discussion: 

Hon. Damon J. Keith’s order regarding designation of necessary scatter site lots for remedial 

housing and removal of restrictions, dated 1/29/2013 has, among other lots, designated this 

property at 3015 Goodson for the Developer List.  The Developer Neighborhood Housing 

Solutions Hamtramck claims that this purchaser Mary Miner is an eligible person under the 

established criteria. 

 

Budget Impact: 

The budget impact would be positive, as of now the property is being assessed as vacant lot.  

After the NEZ is granted, the lot will continue to be assessed as such and the structure value will 

be assessed at 50% of the cost of construction.  The tax rates of NEZ properties are about 50% of 

the normal tax rates. 

 

Recommendation: 

The City Manager and the City Assessor recommend the City Council pass the attached 

Resolution and authorize the Clerk to complete the NEZ application and submit the Application 

with the City Council Resolution to the State Tax Commission. 

 

Prepared by: 

Jay Singh, City Assessor 
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Reviewed by: 

Katrina Powell, City Manager 

 

Attachments: 

1RFP For Hamtramck Re-Appraisal Services, a word document. 









4.09.2014 

Resolution 2015-17 

Approve an Application for Neighborhood Enterprise Zone Homestead 

Facility Certificate, PA 147 of 1992, as amended 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Hamtramck established a Neighborhood 

Enterprise Homestead Zone on September 12, 2006 as required under PA 147 of 1992 

after a public hearing held on June 13, 2006 and 

 

WHEREAS, the homeowner Mary F. Miner qualifies for grant of an NEZ Certificate for 

Homestead Facility, under the project in fulfilment of the ‘Garrett vs Hamtramck’ court 

order. 

 

WHEREAS, an approving resolution from the Local Governmental Unit (LGU) is 

required for processing the application by the State of Michigan. 

 

WHEREAS, the homeowner Mary F. Miner is not delinquent on any taxes related to the 

home, and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hamtramck 

Be and hereby is granted a Neighborhood Enterprise Zone Homestead Exemption for 

property located at Scatter Site NEZ Number 17, LOT 18 HART'S SUB 1/4 SEC 41 

10,000 A.T. L.13 P.81 WCR for a period of (15) years, beginning December 31, 2014, 

and ending  December 31, 2026, pursuant to the provisions of PA 147 of 1992, as 

amended. 

  

 

AYES: 

 

NAYS: 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 

 _______________________________ 

 August Gitschlag, City Clerk 
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To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 

From:  Katrina Powell, City Manager  

 

Date:   May 12, 2015 

 

Subject:  Resolution 2015-16 Authorizing the Extension of a Contract with 

Highway Maintenance and Construction Company for FY 2014/15 

Pavement Maintenance of Streets  
  

 

Introduction: 

The City, has determined that the rehabilitation and repair of various streets is advisable, 

necessary and in the best public interest of the residents and people who visit or do business in 

our City. 

Overview: 

After receiving bids in for Spray Patching, the City awarded a contract to Highway Maintenance 

and Construction Company. In 2008, the City ceased spray patching streets due to the City’s 

financial situation and lack of funding.   

 

In 2014, the City of Southgate bid Spray Patching and awarded a contract to Highway 

Maintenance and Construction Company as the lowest qualified bidder.  The City will bid share 

that contract with Southgate, with unit costs of $365.00 per ton, which was the lowest qualified 

bid submitted. 

Budget Impact: 

All repairs will be paid from Act 51 Major and Local Road funds 

Recommendation: 

The City Manager recommends this Resolution for City Council’s approval.  

 

Prepared by: 

Mark Ragsdale, DPS Director 

 

Reviewed by: 

Katrina Powell, City Manager 

 

Attachments: 
Resolution 2015-16 
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