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FROM MAYOR MAJEWSKI

Dear Hamtramck,
We've Eco-tourismhad a unique spring
2 here in Hamtramck, as have all our friends and families around the world. Numbers
change every day, and any attempt to report on the numbers of people directly affected by COVID-19 here will
Nature Trails - 3
necessarily be delayed by the time you read this. Suffice to say, many families in Hamtramck have been
touched by this global public health crisis.
Our thoughts are with those who have lost loved ones, and with those who are recovering. We thank those
front-line workers in healthcare, emergency services, grocery stores, pharmacies, and others who have been
in the forefront of this crisis. We thank the countless volunteers, who have helped their neighbors by
distributing food, delivering groceries, cleaning up their neighborhoods, and so much more.
As we move into spring and summer, it is vitally important that we continue to keep up to date on guidelines
from Wayne County, the State of Michigan, and the CDC in order to protect our families, our neighbors, and
ourselves. This means wearing masks in enclosed public spaces, continuing to keep a 6' distance from people
outside our own households, staying home if we are ill or show symptoms of COVID-19, avoiding large
gatherings, and continuing to wash our hands regularly.
Things have been especially strange this spring for many of Hamtramck's businesses. As of May 26,
nonessential businesses are permitted to open their doors to no more than ten customers at a time by
appointment only--in addition to curbside, delivery, and online options that were already available.
Restrictions have been further loosened beginning June 8, which will also permit restaurants and bars to open
at a limited capacity. In addition, we encourage you to support your favorite local eateries by ordering takeout
or delivery as available.
Enjoy the warmer weather, support our local Hamtramck businesses--and, most of all, stay safe, Hamtramck!
Karen Majewski
Mayor

COVID-19 HELP FOR OUR COMMUNITY

The State of Michigan
has sent absentee voter
applications to every
registered voter in
Michigan, including
Hamtramck.
We encourage you to
take advantage of the
voting by mail option.
You can return the
application to the Clerk's
Office by emailing it,
mailing it, or dropping it
off in the drop box at
City Hall.
If you are on the
permanent absent voter
list, you will receive your
usual postcard mailing
soon if you have not
already.
Election dates this year
are August 4, 2020 and
November 3, 2020.

Guidelines for Safely Reopening Your Business
The Community and Economic Development Department is excited that more
and more Hamtramck businesses will be able to open, and we want to do
whatever we can to help you do this safely. We are working closely with other
City departments to develop policies and guidelines to help business owners open
their doors and thrive while observing the best practices and protocols issued by
the State of Michigan. These guidelines will include new applications for sidewalk
cafes, which will allow more restaurants to offer open-air dining for patrons.
We do ask that everyone take appropriate precautions. This includes developing
guidelines for your business, which will explain to both your employees and
patrons what you are doing to ensure their safety. Every business is different, but
the Michigan Restaurant Association and Michigan Retailers Association have
both developed resources that may be helpful. Visit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xWThuDk4Ve0FgxzlCnYGOynBIWZzphH?usp=sharing to learn more.
To Reduce the Transmission of COVID-19
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially
after being in a public place, blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. If soap
and water are not available, use a hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
Wear a cloth face covering over your nose and mouth when around others, as
physical distancing is not always possible. People may spread COVID-19 prior to
showing symptoms, and you may be able to spread COVID-19 even without
feeling sick. Do not place coverings on children under the age of 2, people who
have trouble breathing, or are unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to
remove the covering without assistance.
Stay home if you are sick, except to seek medical care.
Cover your nose and motuh with a tissue when coughing or sneezing, and throw
the tissue away after use. If a tissue is not available, cough or sneeze into your
elbow or sleeve rather than your hands.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces daily, including tables,
doorknobs, light switches, handles, desks, computers, phones, keyboards, sinks,
toilets, faucets, and countertops.
If surfaces are dirty, clean them. Use detergent or soap and water before
disinfecting.
Wear a mask if you are sick. You should wear a mask when you are around other
people (sharing a room or vehicle), and before entering a healthcare provider's
office.

FROM THE HAMTRAMCK POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS

Safety Tips for Summer

The
Hamtramck
Police
Department's
new K-9,
Arrow.

Never leave a child or pet alone in a car at any time. In the summer, temperatures can quickly
rise well over 100 degrees Fahrenheit in a very short amount of time. Make it a habit to check
your vehicle in both the front and back before walking away from it.
Make sure to provide plenty of water to children and pets, especially when outdoors for long
periods of time.
Teach children to walk, not run, when crossing the street. They should look both ways and
should not run out from between parked cars. Use crosswalks whenever possible.
Wear a helmet when riding a bike.
Drive slowly and safely, especially around parks and playgrounds. More children are outside
playing during the summer. Be alert for children playing in and near the street. Maintain slower
speeds and obey traffic signs and signals. Talk with teen drivers about the importance of safe
driving tips.
Remember to lock up lawn equipment, bicycles, and other outdoor items to reduce theft. Take
pictures and record serial numbers of items in the event that they are stolen.
Do not park near or block fire hydrants. The Michigan Motor Vehicle Code states that there is
no parking within 15 feet of a fire hydrant. While parking is often hard to find on residential
streets, blocking a fire hydrant jeopardizes everyone's safety.

To Prevent Fires

Clean your garage of stored newspapers or other rubbish that can fuel a fire.
Test your smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors monthly.
To help prevent nuisance alarms, gently vacuum your smoke alarm every six months or as needed.
Replace all smoke alarms every 10 years or as recommended by the manufacturer.
Keep outdoor debris or dead vegetation away from the house.
Properly dispose of oily or greasy rags. If these items must be stored, they should be kept in labeled and sealed
metal containers.
If you store gasoline, keep it outside of your home in a shed or garage. Keep only small quantities in tightly
sealed containers. Use gasoline only as a motor fuel, never as a cleaning agent.
Use outdoor barbecue grills with caution. Place in a safe area away from buildings, windows, heating,
ventilation, and air conditioning units, and places with high or dead vegetation.
Never use gasoline to start a barbecue fire, and don't add charcoal lighter fluid once the fire has started.
Use barbecue grills outside only, not under balconies or overhangs, and away from combustibles.
Check your propane barbecue grill hose for leaks and cracks; never store propane indoors.
Replace your furnace filters to help reduce pollen and dust.
Properly clean out your dryer vents after every use.

If you have an emergency, dial 911.

For non-emergency calls, the Hamtramck Police Department

(313-800-5280) and Fire Department (313-305-4503) are

ready to assist you.

An accurate count on the 2020 Census is vital for Hamtramck to receive appropriate levels of funding
and representation. Respond over the phone, using the paper form, or by visiting my2020census.gov to
respond today. And if you have already responded, thank you!

Want to stay up to date on City of Hamtramck news?

The City of Hamtramck periodically sends out emails with news, special events, advisory
notifications, and various items of interest on community-related topics. Any resident or
business owner interested in being added to the list to receive this email should send a request
with their contact information to Director of Community Safety and Services, Max Garbarino, at
mgarbarino@hamtramckcity.com

Trash Collection

Trash and debris MUST be disposed of
properly. Not only do inappropriate disposal
practices attract rats and other pests, but you
can also receive a ticket for improperly stored
garbage.
ALL trash must be placed inside your 96gallon garbage container, with the
exception of one large item which may be
placed beside the garbage can.
Garbage container lids must be closed
securely. Do not allow garbage to overflow.
Garbage containers may only be placed in
the alley for collection, and must be kept in
your yard (or inside a shed or garage) at all
other times.
Garbage containers may not be placed out
for collection before 6pm on the day before
your scheduled collection. They must be
removed from the alley no later than 9pm
on the scheduled collection day.
Keep the alley behind your home or
business clean and free of trash and debris.
Yard waste must be placed in containers no
larger than 32 gallons in size, or in paper
landscape bags. Bundled tree branches
must not be longer than 4 feet or larger
than 18 inches in diameter.
Yard waste is collected from the front curb
of residential properties on your regular
collection day.
Recyclables may be dropped off in the large
bins at 3900 Christopher, 24/7. Please
place items in the correctly labeled bin
according to material.
If you have questions, comments, or
experience a problem with your trash
collection, please call Priority Waste at (586)
228-1200 or (844) 460-0999.

Pest Control

Rodents (including rats) and other pests can
be a problem in urban areas like Hamtramck.
Pests require three things in order to thrive:
shelter, food, and water. By eliminating debris,
long weeds, and trash, you can help prevent
rodent infestation. City ordinances
encourage regular trapping to help keep
rodent populations low.
To prevent rats and other pests from taking
up residence on your property, try the
following:
Eliminate sources of food and water,
including birdseed.
Pick up fruits and vegetables when they are
ripe.
Remove debris that might offer shelter and
nesting sites for pests.
Remove vegetation growing close to
buildings and fences. Make sure all grass
and weeds are kept to no more than five
inches tall.
Use snap traps to kill live traps, and keep
out of reach of children and pets.
Keep trash can lids tightly closed at all
times.

Paying Your Water Bill

Did you know that you have several options
on how to pay your water bill?
DivDat Kiosk - payments are accepted by
cash (exact amount only, machine does not
give change), check, or credit card at any
DivDat machine. There is one located in the
lobby of City Hall, and others throughout
metro Detroit. To find a location, visit
https://divdatkiosknetwork.com/
DivDat App - you can download the DivDat
app from Google Play or the App Store, and
pay through the app on your smartphone
or tablet.
Drop Box - you can place a check or money
order (no cash please) in the secure locked
drop box in the front of City Hall, even
outside of City Hall hours.
By Mail - mail checks or money orders to:
City of Hamtramck
P.O. Box 33755
Detroit, MI 48232-3755
Pay Online - visit the link to the City's
website (www.hamtramck.us) and follow
the link to the Online Payment Portal.
Having trouble paying your water bill?
If you are having trobule paying your water
bill and meet the eligibility requirements, the
Community Action Alliance Water Residential
Assistance Program may be able to help!
For more information or to apply, call (313)
386-9727 or visit the WRAP website at
https://wrap.waynemetro.org

Be a Good Neighbor

With warmer weather, many of us are
spending more time outside! Here are some
tips for being a good neighbor:
Be mindful of noise. Please be respectful of
your neighbors and keep outdoor music,
etc. to a reasonable, moderate volume.
Tickets may be issued for excessive noise.
Keep grass and weeds under five inches
tall, and keep your fences, sidewalks,
walkways, and alleys free of weeds and
nuisance vegetation. Tickets may be
issued for overgrown grass or weeds.
If you are able, please help keep the drains
in your street free of all kinds of debris.
This is especially important in the spring,
and will help reduce flooding after rainfall.
Drive safely and abide by speed limits (25
mph in most of Hamtramck), especially in
residential areas and near parks. Watch out
for children and pedestrians!
Building Permits

If warmer weather means you're starting a
new project on your home or business, make
sure you get the correct permits before
beginning work! Contact the Building
Department at (313) 800-5233 ext. 296 or by
email at building@hamtramckcity.com to find
out what permits your project requires and
apply. If you begin work without a permit, you
will receive a stop work order and a fee.
Generally, permits are required for new
heating/cooling systems, new or upgraded
electrical service, building or replacing a fence,
pouring concrete, demolishing a building, or
installing new siding. Permits are not required
for painting, fixing a broken step, or replacing
a single rotten deck board.

